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Underground mine arguments set

By Stcvc Kemmc skemmc(rltenquirer.com
January 23,2010

ANDERSON TWP. - Aficr dozcns of hours of hcarings ovcr thc past l7 rnonths. thc trvo
sidcs in thc f ight ovcr a proposcd underground l imcstonc minc in Antlcrson 

' l 'orvnship

will squarc off firr thc last timc Monday

Attorneys for Martin Marietta Matcrials Inc., which wants to cstablish thc nrinc, and f irr a
cit izcns'group opposcd to thc mine wil l  prcscnt closing argumcnts to thc Anclcrson
Township Board of Zoning Appcals.

Thc proposcd minc, which would involvc blasting 400 to lJ(X) t 'cct uni lcrqrouncl unil
would bring 2-50 trucks pcr day to thc sitc, has gcneratcd opposit ion not onlv in Arrt le rson
Township, but in ne ighboring crtmmunit ies.

Opponcnts say the minc would cndange r peoplc's hcalth. safcty, air anri wrrtcr.

"The board wil l  havc no choicc but to f- lat out say no to Martin Maricttu." sair l  l ' inr Munr.
attorncy for CABOOM (Cit izcns Against Blasting On Our Miarl i .)  " ' l 'he v hulc to l)rove
thcrc 's  no ground v ibrat ion,  dust  or  no isc prohlcms bcyonr l  thc propcr tv  l ine .  I  th ink thc i ,
havc fai lcd on cach of thosc Doints."

Martin Matcrial off icials sav thc minc would not violatc anv uf Andcrson's nuislncc
standards.

Richard Brahm, attorney fbr Martin Marictta, said his company has provcn its casc
through scicntific tcsts and the tcstimony of expcrts.

"The othcr side's casc is bascd on spcculation and scarc tactics that rcal ly clon't havc
anything to do with the reali ty of this site ," hc said.

Cathy Burger, who l ives near thc mining site and is lcading CABOOM. scnt c-nrai ls this
past week encouraging mcmbcrs to attend the meeting. Morc than 200 pcoplc havc
attcnded somc of the past hcarings.

"This has been a very strcssful batt le," she said. "But I rcal ly think rvc dit l  opcn thc cyes
of the board to many things they wouldn't have heard abc'rut i f  thcy had iLrst talkcd to
Martin Marietta."



The five-member Board of Zoning Appeals will start deliberating immccliatcly aftcr
Monday's hearing and will continue deliberating on Wednesday and Thursday.

Even if the board reaches an agreement by Thursday, attorneys for the torvnship will
review thc dccision and thc cvidence used to support i t  hcforc i t  is f inal izcd. board
president Kcvin Osterfeld said.

He said hc hopes a dccision would be rcachcd by March.

Martin Marictta is asking thc Board of Zoning Appcals to pcrnrit  thc stonrqc of cxplosivc
matcrials on thc zl8O-acrc site at Broadwcll and Round Bottor-n roads. 

' l 'hc 
contpany also

has asked fclr spccial zoning ccrtificatcs allowing acccss to thc sitc front Broadrvcll Road.
a vcnt on thc minc south of Broadwcll and a buffcr consist inq of cxist ins trccs and
vcgctation ncar thc propcrty l inc.

" l f  we approvc the minc,  thcrc would l ikc ly  bc a considcrablc  number o l  condi t ions
attached to i t ." Osterfeld said.

Martin Marictta has proposcd 36 condit ions f irr thc board to utlopt i l ' i t  i rpplovcs thc ntinc.

Many of thc condit ions invcl lve cstablishing on-going tcsts and controls l irr noisc, gnrund
vihrations and watcr and air quali ty.

Onc of thc condit ions would rcstr ict blasting clperations and surfacc untl undcrgrouncl
minc activity to betwccn 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.

But  opponcnts say the minc shouldn ' t  bc a l lowcd to opcratc  undcr  unv c i rcr rnrs tunccs.

"Wc don't think i t 's possiblc to concoct a l ist of condit ions thurough cnouqh to protcct thc
community," Mara said.

Both sidcs acknowlcdgc that whatevcr decision the board makcs prubatrlv rvi l l  bc
challenged in court by one party or the other.


